
BIENNIAL CONVENTION

www.gleanerlife.org
5200 West U.S. Highway 223 

Adrian, Michigan 49221
p 800.992.1894  |  f 517.265.7745

Gleaner Life Insurance Society is domiciled in Adrian, Michigan, and licensed in AZ, FL, IA, IL, IN,  KS, KY, MI, MO, NE, OH, TN and VA.

“ We expect our 58th Biennial 
Convention at Grand Traverse Resort 
to be a wonderful celebration of 
fraternalism and Gleaner’s continued 
community engagement, financial 
strength and stability, benefiting all 
of our valued members.” 
 
KEVIN MARTI, PRESIDENT & CEO 



Arbors and members are encouraged to 
bring items to donate to Benny’s Charity 
Auction and the Silent Auction. For Benny’s 
Charity Auction, instead of bidding a 
specific dollar amount on an item, guests 
purchase tickets and enter as many as 
they like in an item’s corresponding box. 
At the end of the auction, a ticket is drawn 
from each box, and the item goes to the 
individual with the winning ticket. We will 
announce winners Saturday evening after 
the dinner entertainment.

Guests can also bid on items in Gleaner’s 
traditional Silent Auction. Proceeds from 
both auctions will benefit the Father Fred 
Foundation in Traverse City.

Bring a Silent 
Auction item

Local charities

Each arbor selects one of several 
charities to sponsor with a Treasure 
Tote. Arbors then purchase items 
from the charity’s wish list and 
assemble them into a decorated 
tote. This year, arbors will assemble 
Treasure Totes for these Traverse 
City-area charities:  

•  Goodwill Inn

•  Reining Liberty Ranch 

•  The Rock of Kingsley Youth Center 

•  Cherryland Humane Society

•   Grand Traverse Senior Center 
Network 

•   Traverse City Salvation Army  
Food Pantry

Register today

We look forward to seeing you in Traverse 
City on Oct. 13-15 for Gleaner’s 58th Biennial 
Convention. Registration is now open for all 
delegates and guests. This booklet provides 
registration information along with an overview of 
what you can expect from this year’s convention.

We take joy in providing our convention guests 
with an unforgettable experience at beautiful 
resorts throughout Michigan, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois. If you have any questions, contact 
the Community Engagement Department at 
communityengagement@gleanerlife.org. 
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Take in the beauty of 
Northern Michigan.

Unwind at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa. 
Offering all the amenities of a luxury spa, the Grand 
Traverse is a short drive from sandy beaches, hiking 
trails, golf courses, several wineries and downtown 
shopping in Traverse City.

All registrations must be made online

www.gleanerlife.org/convention

Up to four adult guests may stay in 
one room. Registration ends Sept. 15, 
2017. Space is limited in some of the 
Saturday afternoon leisure activities,  
so register as soon as possible.

For guests attending convention at 
their own expense, package pricing 
starts at $495. Full pricing and package 
details can be found online at  
www.gleanerlife.org/convention.

* $179 for tower rooms, plus taxes 
and resort fees.

BIENNIAL CONVENTION

Registering for 
convention

Schedule
FRIDAY, OCT. 13

1-5 p.m.  Convention Registration, Charity Auctions, Meet and 
Greet with President and CEO Kevin Marti, Meet the Board 
Candidates, Charity Treasure Tote Collections

6-10 p.m. Experience Traverse City

SATURDAY, OCT. 14

6-8:30 a.m. Breakfast

8 a.m.-6:45 p.m. Charity Auctions

8:15 a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday Morning Kids’ Club (ages 5-12)

8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Business Meeting

12 p.m. Lunch

2-5 p.m. Leisure Activities and Tours

6-6:45 p.m.  President’s Reception, Saturday Night Kids’ Club (ages 
5-12), Teens’ Night Out (ages 13+)

7 p.m. Banquet Dinner with Entertainment by the String Angels

SUNDAY, OCT. 15

7-9 a.m. Breakfast

8-11 a.m. Charity Auction Pick-Up

9-11 a.m. Afterglow Program

11 a.m. Hotel Checkout

As a fraternal benefit society, Gleaner is owned and 
governed by its members through a representative form 
of government. Gleaner arbors play a vital role in the 
leadership of Gleaner by sending voting delegates to 
the convention every two years. These delegates come 
together to elect board members, vote on changes to 
Gleaner’s Constitution and discuss the state of Gleaner 
Life Insurance Society at the business meeting.

The business meeting is held Saturday morning. All 
delegates, specially designated guests and first-time 
attendees must be present. Other guests are also 
encouraged to attend but may spend the morning at 
their leisure.

When you arrive at convention, you will receive a 
program book outlining all of the elections and changes 
on which delegates can expect to vote. This information 
is also included in the summer issue of Forum Magazine 
and online at www.gleanerlife.org.

Bringing a guest

Guests who are sharing a room with a 
delegate or a first-time attendee can attend 
the convention for the special discounted 
package price of $165 per person. If you 
would like to bring a spouse or other guest, 
follow the online registration prompts. Plan 
to have a method of payment (credit card or 
PayPal) ready at registration.

Interested in traveling by  
motor coach?

When you register online, please indicate if 
you are interested in traveling to and from 
Traverse City in a motor coach with other 
Gleaner members. If enough members are 
interested, we will arrange to provide motor 
coach transportation from various locations 
in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. For 
those interested, fees will apply during 
registration.

Extend your stay

For Gleaner guests who wish to extend 
their stay, the Grand Traverse Resort offers 
a special rate of $149* per room for single 
or double occupancy, plus taxes and resort 
fees. The discounted rate is available for 
three days before convention and three days 
after, at the guest’s expense. Guests should 
follow the online registration prompts to 
extend their stay.

Register online at       www.gleanerlife.org/convention

The registration deadline is Sept. 15, 2017

Register online at       www.gleanerlife.org/convention

The registration deadline is Sept. 15, 2017

Conducting the 
business of the 
Society
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Charity Auction Pick-Up,  
Afterglow Program

After picking up your auction items, help 
us wrap up our convention weekend at the 
Afterglow Program. Join us as we present our 
arbors’  Treasure Totes to Traverse City-area 
charities. We will also present the donation 
check from our Charity Auction to the Father 
Fred Foundation.

Make a terrarium at the Grand 
Traverse Resort 

Take a bit of beautiful Northern Michigan 
nature home with you by building your 
own terrarium from start to finish. We have 
everything you need and more. Trained staff 
will guide you. Come grow your good idea!

Friday, Oct. 13

Saturday,  
Oct. 14  
morning 
and afternoon

Grand Traverse Distillery Tour

Take a tour of Michigan’s largest micro-
distillery, Grand Traverse Distillery, where 
the specialties are True North vodka and 
Grand Traverse whiskey. The distillery also 
makes gin and rum, all from natural regional 
ingredients, such as the finest cherries. 
Following the tour, sample some of the 
distillery’s signature lines.

Fall Color Tour

Take a guided color tour of the beautiful 
fall foliage around Northern Michigan. 
The orchards, vineyards and natural 
surroundings of Traverse City create brilliant 
hues. Sit back and watch as the beauty of 
nature unfolds.

Shopping in Downtown  
Traverse City

Front Street, the main shopping 
thoroughfare, boasts more than 150 
boutiques, galleries, restaurants and coffee 
shops. The area also includes Union Street, a 
captivating Old Town district, and the Grand 
Traverse Commons, where the rambling 
Victorian-Italianate buildings of a 19th-
century asylum have been redeveloped into 
an elegant new retail district. 

Business Meeting, Kids’ Club, 
Saturday Afternoon Entertainment

Kids’ Club

While Gleaner members are away at the 
business meeting, it’s a perfect time for 
the kids to play. There’s plenty to keep 
their attention as they compete in the 
Mini-Olympics. Children will be divided 
into three teams to compete in fun and 
challenging events that will conclude with 
a medal ceremony. Children will also enjoy 
the Joel Tacey Variety Show, which features 
dazzling juggling, amazing magic, goofy 
stunts, wacky music and lots of audience 
participation. 

Saturday, 
Oct. 14 evening

Sunday, Oct. 15

If planned activities don’t appeal 
to you, try a number of other fun 
activities on your own. 

Traverse City has plenty of golf 
courses if you want to hit the 
greens. You can also rent a 
bike and ride around the Lake 
Michigan shoreline or wander 
through the neighborhoods 
of Traverse City. Other local 
attractions include winery tours 
and Turtle Creek Casino. If you 
want to stay close, check out the 
on-site shopping located right 
inside Grand Traverse Resort. 

Registration, Charity Auctions and 
Treasure Tote Collection, Meet and 
Greets, Experience Traverse City, 
Hands-on Service Project

Join us Friday afternoon for a full schedule to 
kick off our 58th Biennial Convention. Check 
in for convention at the Gleaner registration 
booth anytime after 1 p.m., and check in to 
the hotel anytime after 3 p.m. From there, 
please enjoy our afternoon activities: 

•  Charity auctions

•   Meet and greet Gleaner President and CEO 
Kevin Marti

•  Tour the hotel and visit shops

•  Meet the board candidates

Experience Traverse City

Enjoy an evening of food, drinks and 
entertainment without leaving the resort. 
We’re bringing local favorites to you. 
The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa will kick off the festivities. Then 
guests will sample local food at several 
stations and participate in fun activities, 
including a caricature station, wood carving 
and music courtesy of DJ Odawa. You can 
also contribute to a one-of-a-kind Gleaner 
mural. We didn’t forget about the children! 
They can enjoy a balloon artist, get their 
faces painted and paint their own pottery.

Hands-on Service Project 
at Experience Traverse City

As part of our dedication to benefiting 
our convention host city, we will complete 
a service project for the Father Fred 
Foundation. Look for more details when you 
arrive at convention.

Saturday Night Kids’ Club (ages 5-12)

Children can play games, enjoy tennis and 
swimming, watch a movie and have a pizza 
party in the Grand’s Health Club.

Teens’ Night Out (ages 13+)

Teens can enjoy an evening at Incredible 
Mo’s, where they can bowl, enjoy arcade 
games and play laser tag.

President’s Reception, Banquet Dinner, 
String Angels, Saturday Night Kids’ 
Club, Teens’ Night Out

Banquet Dinner & String Angels

Enjoy music like never before with the  
String Angels. This dynamic trio plays music 
on electric violins for an eclectic sound like 
no other. Each an accomplished musician  
on her own, these three talented women  
put on a show that is sure to entertain. 
Playing everything from Bach to pop 
and rock, the trio gives classical music a 
contemporary slant. So get ready to sit  
back and enjoy the show as we cap off  
the 58th Biennial Convention.
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swimming, watch a movie and have a pizza 
party in the Grand’s Health Club.

Teens’ Night Out (ages 13+)

Teens can enjoy an evening at Incredible 
Mo’s, where they can bowl, enjoy arcade 
games and play laser tag.

President’s Reception, Banquet Dinner, 
String Angels, Saturday Night Kids’ 
Club, Teens’ Night Out

Banquet Dinner & String Angels

Enjoy music like never before with the  
String Angels. This dynamic trio plays music 
on electric violins for an eclectic sound like 
no other. Each an accomplished musician  
on her own, these three talented women  
put on a show that is sure to entertain. 
Playing everything from Bach to pop 
and rock, the trio gives classical music a 
contemporary slant. So get ready to sit  
back and enjoy the show as we cap off  
the 58th Biennial Convention.
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After picking up your auction items, help 
us wrap up our convention weekend at the 
Afterglow Program. Join us as we present our 
arbors’  Treasure Totes to Traverse City-area 
charities. We will also present the donation 
check from our Charity Auction to the Father 
Fred Foundation.

Make a terrarium at the Grand 
Traverse Resort 

Take a bit of beautiful Northern Michigan 
nature home with you by building your 
own terrarium from start to finish. We have 
everything you need and more. Trained staff 
will guide you. Come grow your good idea!

Friday, Oct. 13

Saturday,  
Oct. 14  
morning 
and afternoon
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ingredients, such as the finest cherries. 
Following the tour, sample some of the 
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The orchards, vineyards and natural 
surroundings of Traverse City create brilliant 
hues. Sit back and watch as the beauty of 
nature unfolds.
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Traverse City

Front Street, the main shopping 
thoroughfare, boasts more than 150 
boutiques, galleries, restaurants and coffee 
shops. The area also includes Union Street, a 
captivating Old Town district, and the Grand 
Traverse Commons, where the rambling 
Victorian-Italianate buildings of a 19th-
century asylum have been redeveloped into 
an elegant new retail district. 

Business Meeting, Kids’ Club, 
Saturday Afternoon Entertainment

Kids’ Club

While Gleaner members are away at the 
business meeting, it’s a perfect time for 
the kids to play. There’s plenty to keep 
their attention as they compete in the 
Mini-Olympics. Children will be divided 
into three teams to compete in fun and 
challenging events that will conclude with 
a medal ceremony. Children will also enjoy 
the Joel Tacey Variety Show, which features 
dazzling juggling, amazing magic, goofy 
stunts, wacky music and lots of audience 
participation. 

Saturday, 
Oct. 14 evening

Sunday, Oct. 15

If planned activities don’t appeal 
to you, try a number of other fun 
activities on your own. 

Traverse City has plenty of golf 
courses if you want to hit the 
greens. You can also rent a 
bike and ride around the Lake 
Michigan shoreline or wander 
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attractions include winery tours 
and Turtle Creek Casino. If you 
want to stay close, check out the 
on-site shopping located right 
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Registration, Charity Auctions and 
Treasure Tote Collection, Meet and 
Greets, Experience Traverse City, 
Hands-on Service Project

Join us Friday afternoon for a full schedule to 
kick off our 58th Biennial Convention. Check 
in for convention at the Gleaner registration 
booth anytime after 1 p.m., and check in to 
the hotel anytime after 3 p.m. From there, 
please enjoy our afternoon activities: 

•  Charity auctions

•   Meet and greet Gleaner President and CEO 
Kevin Marti

•  Tour the hotel and visit shops

•  Meet the board candidates

Experience Traverse City

Enjoy an evening of food, drinks and 
entertainment without leaving the resort. 
We’re bringing local favorites to you. 
The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa will kick off the festivities. Then 
guests will sample local food at several 
stations and participate in fun activities, 
including a caricature station, wood carving 
and music courtesy of DJ Odawa. You can 
also contribute to a one-of-a-kind Gleaner 
mural. We didn’t forget about the children! 
They can enjoy a balloon artist, get their 
faces painted and paint their own pottery.

Hands-on Service Project 
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As part of our dedication to benefiting 
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“ We expect our 58th Biennial 
Convention at Grand Traverse Resort 
to be a wonderful celebration of 
fraternalism and Gleaner’s continued 
community engagement, financial 
strength and stability, benefiting all 
of our valued members.” 
 
KEVIN MARTI, PRESIDENT & CEO 


